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I have been working with Aqua Clara for 
the past few months, and my time with the 
AC team has been great!  When I graduate 
in May, I am hoping to move on and work 
for an aid based organization, and I have 
learned so much about non-profits in such 
a little amount of time with Aqua Clara.  
Scott (Rumpsa) has really been wonderful to 
work with, and has been extremely helpful in understanding 
the inner workings of a non-profit.  The organization has set 
me up with many opportunities to help them grow, and this 
hands-on experience has been great.  I am so blessed to be 
working for an organization that cares so much about people, 
it is willing to give up its “secret” in the form of training 
sessions!  It is clear that Aqua Clara has the right people and 
the right resources to make a difference in the world’s water 
crisis, and I am thrilled to be a part of that.
Matt Clark 

I believe that the best way to learn is to 
experience, which is exactly what I’m doing at 
Aqua Clara.  As a communication major and 
art minor, I have been able to volunteer my 
skills and learn a lot about the non-profit 
world in this hands on experience.  My 
internship at Aqua Clara has me writing press 

releases, designing information packets, brochures, managing 
the website and helping with the newsletter.  While I am 
learning to improve my writing skills and artistic talents, I am 
also learning about non-profit organizations.  It’s tough work, 
but Aqua Clara is saving lives one water purifier at a time.  
It’s amazing to be apart of such an incredible movement and 
it makes the work I do meaningful.  This experience has 
inspired me to find work that is meaningful in organizations 
that are making a difference in the world.  
Casey Dawson 

Our two interns from Hope College this semester, Matt Clark and Casey Dawson, have been a tremendous help and their Can Do attitude has inspired 
us!  Thank you Casey and Matt!!

Special Appreciation for Our Hope College Interns this Semester

What a year!  As a non-profit start up ….we survive, we learn, and we serve.  
“Where is it at?”   Our small ACI field staff continues to provide leadership to hundreds …where they teach, train, learn and help others 
to apply.  Here is the face of our caring, our “hand-up” experience with those in need …..and our highest point of learning. 
 

“Where is it at?”  …. application growth is also with others, yet at home.  Work with affiliates …reaching out globally, transferring 
capabilities into their worlds. Work in partnerships …. enhancing our knowing-&-doing capabilities.   Volunteers …..making possible 
the supporting of all those others.  
“Where is it at?”  15 countries ….with lots of people making 4,000 water purifiers for their family & friends.
At this the year’s end, we thank each of you …for your volunteering … for the blessings that each of you are.  Continue to join and do. 
Together …this is the way into the future.

End of the Year Newsletter 
A note from AC Founder and President, Bob McDonald.

Aqua Clara
Water programs that empower communities.  Effective.  Simple.  Local.  Sustainable.

 International
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Submitted by: Bob and Macky Johnson
Mars Hill Bible Church
Water Team Coordinators 

The sound of filtered 
clean water dripping 
into a clean jerry can 
is a beautiful sound. It 
is especially beautiful 
for Hadidjo a widow 0

in Rwanda whose 
family is 16 orphaned 
children.  Hadidjo’s 
only source of income 
is as an occasional day 

laborer, working in the neighborhood gardens. On a recent visit 
to Rwanda we visited her home to test the water from her filter. 
She told us that she had been to a point of desperation, trying to 
decide if she should use what little firewood she had to boil the 
river water, that is her family’s water source, or to use the 
firewood to cook food for the children.  Her children were 
suffering from diarrhea and “flu”. She prayed for a solution to 
her dilemma. 

The Rwandan Water Team, trained by the Mars Hill Bible 
Church Water Team, selected Hadidjo to be a recipient of a 
water filter. For Hadidjo it was an answer to her prayer. She no 
longer has to make the choice on how to use her firewood; she 
uses it for cooking. Her children are healthier; none of them are 
suffering from diarrhea from drinking “bad” water. With tears 
of thanksgiving, this widow who is raising 16 children, thanked 
us for the filter, but more than that she thanked us for giving 
her hope. 

Down the road, is Joseph 
an elderly man who lives 0

alone. The Rwandan Water 
Team selected him to be a 
recipient because he is too 
weak to fetch water for 
himself; in fact he is too 
weak to lift a full jerry can 
of water to run water 
through his filter.  By 
placing the filter in his home, he receives help from the 
neighbors who also use the filter to filter water for their 
families. The neighbors bring Joseph his water and run it 
through the filter for him. While at his home the neighbors also 
attend to his needs, weeding his garden, making sure the goats 
are fed, and making sure that Joseph has food and firewood. We 
talked with Joseph about his filter, and he is thankful that he 
has it, even more he is thankful that he now has people who are 
caring for him in his weakened condition. He says the 

neighborhood children no longer suffer from diarrhea, and he 
no longer suffers from loneliness and isolation.  

The day we visited 
Akimana we found her 
sitting on a reed mat 
sorting beans for dinner. 
Her neighbors were 
sitting on a bench nearby 
laughing at the antics of 
their children. Akimana 
said it was not always this 
way. There was 
disharmony and distrust 

in the neighborhood following the genocide, 15 years earlier. 
Akimana is a widow with HIV. She and her four children had 
been isolated from her neighbors for a long time. When her 
neighbors heard that she had a filter, they began to stop by and 
filter their water. Over time, wounds began to heal and 
friendship began to build. The neighbors now have a Bible 
Study together and have taken classes with the World Relief 
Child Development Program. Together they are now teaching 
other neighbors about the importance of clean water and good 
hygiene. Those visits with other neighbors also give them a 
chance to share the Good News of the one who is the Living 
Water. 

The Rwandan Water Team is careful selecting who receives the 
filters. Each filter is placed in homes where the filter not only 
benefits the family but can also build bridges in the community. 

In Phase Two of the Mars Hill/World Relief Rwanda Water 
Project, beneficiaries of the filters, or a representative, come to 
the project site and sifts sand for two days. A third morning is 
spent attending a class about the filters. Members of the 
Rwandan Water team explain the filter construction, filter 
maintenance, and the importance of having a clean jerry can to 
catch the filtered water. The recipients also learn that the filter is 
a partnership. The partnership is with the Water Team to 
maintain the filter well and to inform the Water Team if it is 
having a problem so the team can service the filter. But it is also 
a partnership with the community. The filters are built out of 
locally obtained 150 liter Roto-mold Tanks and PVC piping. 
Due to their size each filter can service 20 people per day. The 
recipients are asked to share the filter with the neighboring 
homes around them. By June of 2010, approximately 6,000 
people will have access to filter water due to this project and the 
sharing of filtered water in the community. 

It began as a project to bring clean water. It has become a project 
that brings clean water but also brings better health and 
hygiene, reconciliation between neighbors, help for the weak 
and the worn, but most of all it is a project that brings hope. 

It is not only about water….. 

It’s not only about the water...

http://www.aquaclara.org
http://www.aquaclara.org
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In recent months, Aqua Clara has had some exciting 
developments and notable achievements in East Africa.  

Aqua Clara has linked with SCOPE (School Communities 
Offering Programs that Empower) in offering training 
sessions on its water filters.  The program is run by Don 
Howard and Pat Colfer, representatives of  Denver area 
Rotary Clubs, and its focus is to support rural schools in 
East Africa in becoming centers of excellence for rural 
communities by aiding in their update and dissemination 
of locally applicable technologies.  Outside of Kisii, Kenya, 
Twenty Water Teams that consisted of two teachers and 
one school parent in each team were trained.  They built 
105 filters. 

In addition to this collaboration with SCOPE, AC is 
working with other local organizations to meet training 
and oversight needs.  A student group from Africa 
Nazarene University, SIFE (Students In Free Enterprise), 
has begun training in depth on the AC process.  Their 
hope, and ours, is that SIFE will take over regional training 
and oversight activities as management experience and 
community service.  

Also of great interest is the collaborative effort with the 
United Nations Development Program (UNDP) 
undertaken in Eldoret.  This training peeked the interest of 
a high level UNDP economic development officer, leading 
to talk of future AC/UNDP training sessions.  The training 
was arranged by AC Kenya board member Haron Wachira, 
who is serving as a consultant to the UNDP.  

Scott and Claire Rumpsa are in Uganda for the first time 
this month , courtesy of the British Airways ‘Face of 
Opportunity’ Grant award.  They will be launching the AC 
program with the Anglican Diocese of Mityana, working 
side by side with the church’s development officer who 
will oversee the expansion of the program.  They will also 
be working with Partners Worldwide. 

Updates from East Africa

• To provide clean water to tens of thousands of households across 
Kenya

• To do so in a method that increases local economic activity and 
leaves local knowledge permanently in the area 

• To do so by freely training and empowering local ‘water teams’ 
as social businesses (AC Franchises), and thereafter supporting 
those franchises with oversight and related actions

• To empower local communities with the training and support 
necessary to address a variety of health-related issues

• To expand AC training to include other relevant technologies 
and topics in concert with an expanding variety of like-minded 
organizations, both internal and external

• To recognize synergies in training and oversight activities with 
these other organizations whenever possible

The Aqua Clara Vision in Kenya
Scott and Claire Rumpsa

What are you thankful for?  My three year 
old granddaughter Della is thankful for her 
cheerios, chocolate chip cookies, and her 
trampoline.  I am thankful for my family 
who have helped to make me who I am, and 
for the Pettinga family for taking me in as 

one of their own!  I am deeply grateful for my friends in 
Palos Verdes, CA as well as here in Holland.  I have found 
untold fulfillment and heart-full happiness in my role in 
Aqua Clara.  Thank you Bob for giving me this 
opportunity!  I am deeply thankful for all of you who have 
given your support to Aqua Clara – in prayer, in helping 
with tasks, and in financial support – you have made this 
incredible story unfold.  Amy Carmichael, missionary to 
India, said  “you can give without loving, but you cannot 
love without giving.” 

Thank you for loving!

A Note from Marcia:

http://www.aquaclara.org
http://www.aquaclara.org
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   Aqua Clara International ! Donation Card

  Name: 

  Address:

  Email:! ! ! ! ! ! Phone #:

Your donation will enable Aqua Clara to provide cheap, clean water in areas of 

extreme need.  Aqua Clara is a tax exempt 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 

If you prefer to pay by credit card: Please go to www.aquaclara.org, click on the donate button, and make a 

donation by the card of your choice.

Please make check payable to: 

Please mail check with this card to:

Amount: S_________

88 Sun Ridge, Holland, MI 49424

My company will 
match my gift.

I want to help 
spread the word 
about Aqua Clara.

Please call me 
regarding this 
donation.

Please use my 
donation where it 
is needed most.

I want to target 
my donation to a 
specific region.

I want to target 
my donation to a 
specific AC 
program.

Aqua Clara International
88 Sun Ridge
Holland, MI 49424

Aqua Clara International

Twenty graduate students and faculty from Purdue University’s Global Engineering Project have taken on an AC project for their 
winter/spring project.  They will work together on creating a water filter that will meet AC’s requirements (local materials, simple 
enough to be affordably and effectively constructed by unskilled recently trained groups) and additionally will remove fluoride 
from water sources.  Purdue plans to collaborate with Moi University of Eldoret, Kenya in expanding their project’s reach  as 
fluoride contamination is a huge issue throughout the Rift Valley.   AC will be working to collaborate with student teams and with 
Engineers without Borders to inspect current units for oversight of effectiveness and community health benefits.  

Purdue University Pairs Up With Aqua Clara

A loved blue sweater with the motif of 
two zebras walking in front of a snow 
capped mountain, worn all the time and 
everywhere in Virginia in the 70’s, 
became too small, and went in the box 
for Goodwill.  Years later, Jacqueline 
Novogratz set out to change the world, 
beginning her journey in Kigala, 
Rwanda.  There she saw a young boy 
wearing her blue sweater!  This became a 
symbol to her – and to all of us – about how we are all 
connected.  “Our actions – and inaction –  touch people every 
day across the globe, people we may never know and never 
meet.”   The stories of the individuals that she meets remind 
her of “the human capacity to overcome enormous obstacles, 
how alike we are in the most fundamental ways, and that 
what is most important is our individual and shared sense of 
dignity.”   

In her book, The Blue Sweater, Jacqueline reminds us that all 
human beings have lives of equal value.  Our collective future 
rests upon our embracing a vision of a single world in which 
we are all connected.  Indeed, maybe this notion of human 

connection is the most important – and complex—challenge 
of our time.”  Jacqueline talks about the extreme poverty next 
to amazing wealth in Brazil, and about the street kids who 
were an embodiment of outsiders – “throwaway people in a 
world who didn’t want to see them.”

Jacqueline wanted to be a Bridge and an instrument of peace.  
She tells about a wonderful young woman named Marcelina 
--- Maz for short – who worked with her.  Jacqueline 
encouraged Maz to save some money regularly and to open a 
bank account.  Maz had never been in a bank before and was 
clearly not addressed as a human being when they went to 
open her account.  As Jacqueline put up the $50.00 to open 
the account, Maz said “she would cry tears of joy to fill the 
Indian Ocean.”

Jacqueline Novogratz is founder and CEO of Acumen Fund, 
described as a non-profit venture capital firm for the poor 
that invests in sustainable enterprises bringing health care, 
safe water, alternative energy, and housing to low-income 
people in the developing world.  I highly recommend that 
you read this both hilarious and heartbreaking book which is 
a call to action that challenges us to grant dignity to the poor 
and to rethink our engagement with the world.

The Blue Sweater 
Marcia Buck

Will you consider Aqua Clara in your year-end giving?

“Hope is a path on the mountainside.  At first there 
is no path.  But then there are people passing that 
way. And there is a path.”  Lu Xun (from The Blue 
Sweater).  In many ways, this is a statement 
about Aqua Clara.  With no other evidence of a 
water purifier that was cheap enough for the 
very very poor to be able to afford it, Bob 
McDonald began down a no-path.  With the 
collaboration of hundreds of volunteers from 
churches, organizations, corporations, and 
individuals, Aqua Clara has placed 4,000 water 
purifiers bringing clean water to 25,000 people, 
saving the lives and improving the health of 
children and families in 15 countries in the first 
two years of operation.  There is now a path of 
Hope.  What we give to others during our 
lifetime is our legacy. 

Giving...


